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" birds fell to the ground for the shout of the soldiers, and
that so great a, multitude went on board the fleet that it
seemed as if tiere was not a man left in Italy or Sicily."
Paying small heed to such a highly-colored statement, the
number was probably not far from thirty-five thousand men.
This was a third more than Hannibal commanded when he
attacked Eome in her strength; and in Carthage Scipio had
an opponent ground down to extreme weakness by the attri-
tion of the war, and lacking every quality and resource which
made Rome powerful. There was embarked on the fleet forty-
five days' rations, of which fifteen were cooked, and water for
an equal period.

Scipio first proposed to besiege TJtica. He deemed it wise
to secure a foothold in some city. He moved his forces up
from the fleet to a camp about five miles from the place, with
this purpose in view.

Carthage was now as terror-stricken as Eome had been.
There was at the moment no army, no general. She had

Africa.

known that a descent would be made on her coast, but with
her usual improvidence she had failed to prepare for the
ovent. She btad for years frittered away her resources inng qualities. They, as well as the other le-
